



ALDERTON   PARISH   COUNCIL

CLERK:  Tamsin James, 9 Bowler Road, Northway, Tewkesbury, GL20 8RZ

Tel: 01684 290392    E-mail: tamsin.james1@btinternet.com
www.aldertonparishcouncil.org.uk
MINUTES: 
of a Parish Council meeting held in Alderton Village Hall on Tuesday 17th September 2019 at 7.30pm.
	PRESENT:
	Parish Councillors:       
	Keith Page, Dennis Rayton, John Kettle, Mike West and Pam Williams


	
	Borough Councillor:
GRCC
	Jim Mason (until 9.10pm)

Martin Hutchings, Rural Housing Enabler 

Chloe Maliphant, Community Led Housing Enabler

	
	
	


In attendance:

  Tamsin James, Clerk
  0 parishioners

It was agreed to move item 5 to the beginning of the meeting as GRCC representatives were able to join the Parish Council meeting earlier than expected.

5. To receive information on the Alderton parish housing needs survey from Martin Hutchings, Rural Housing Enabler, GRCC.   Copies of the questionnaire were distributed and Martin Hutchings explained that the Borough Council had formed a strategic programme of parish housing needs surveys throughout the Borough.  The intention was to survey every parish on a 5 year rolling programme to establish the housing need within the Borough.   Alderton was one of a dozen parishes that were being surveyed during 2019.   GRCC had been instructed to carry out the survey and questionnaires would be distributed to every household in the week commencing 11th November.   The outcome report would be published later in the year.    The Chairman thanked the GRCC representatives for attending the meeting.
1. To accept apologies for absence - Apologies were accepted from Borough Councillor John Murphy and Councillors Ian Hopkins and Jim Keating.
2. To receive Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda – Dennis Rayton, item 8 Allotments.
The meeting was not adjourned as no parishioners were present to raise any issues.   
3. To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 20th August 2019 and to agree actions on the matters arising from this meeting.  The minutes were approved and signed as a correct record.  Matters arising were:
Update on over ground sewage pipe and manhole in Alderton Fields.   A drone survey was carried out on the village sewage pipe and the pipework under the manhole had been cleansed.   20% silt had been found and a flap on the tank was seized.   Repairs to the flap were expected to be carried out within 4 weeks.
4. To consider and note Planning matters
Planning Applications for consideration 

21A Beckford Road, Alderton, (19/00786/FUL) - Installation of dormer windows and external flue to rear and velux windows to front elevation.   The Parish Council agreed to respond: Alderton Parish Council have no objections make on this planning application. However, we do make an observation that the installation of dormer windows could create an impact on 11 Willow Bank Road, as the property will be overlooked.

468/19-20/830

Land At Lower Stanley Farm, Gretton Fields, Gretton (19/00770/FUL) - Variation of conditions 6 & 7 (25 year time restriction & cessation notice period) of planning permission no. 15/00350/FUL (The construction of a ground mounted 4MW solar farm and associated infrastructure including substation, transformer stations, access, roads and fencing.) To allow for 40 year operation and a 12 month cessation notice period.   The Parish Council agreed to object as follows:
1. Planning permission for this solar farm was only granted 4 years ago.   Performance warranties may extend to 30 years now, but this proposal would extend the operation of the solar farm for a further 36 years.   Within this time solar technology will have advanced significantly.   This is a major concern to the Parish Council who consider that an application now, to extend the lifespan of the solar farm, is premature and we cannot see the justification at such an early stage.

2. The continued impact on the landscape requires consideration as the original planning permission restricted the lifespan of the site to 25 years.   This new application, if approved, will impact on the visual amenity for a further 15 years.  At the time of the original application 15/00350/FUL The Cotswolds Conservation Board commented as follows:

The Cotswolds Conservation Board has received amended plans from the applicant with a covering letter dated 24th June 2015. The Board does note the improvements to the mitigation measures, however we maintain our original objection.

The particular problem with the Gretton Fields site (as shown in the submitted ZVI) is there will be numerous viewpoints down into the site from elevated locations within the AONB at relatively short distances which cannot be easily mitigated against. As previously noted, the site is also in a relatively unique position, in that part of the enjoyment of views out of the AONB are towards other parts of the AONB which in many cases will include views across this site. Therefore, whilst there are views out from the AONB elsewhere (which may include the context of settlements including Tewkesbury/Cheltenham/Gloucester in lowland vales) this site is relatively unique in that the character of this area is largely undeveloped open countryside in farmland use which at present positively contributes to the setting of the AONB which almost surrounds this site. 

The Conservation Officer also made the following comments dated 26.06.2015:

Despite the improvements to and clarification of the proposed mitigation provided in the additional submitted information, my opinion remains that there will be numerous views from more elevated vantages in which the proposed development will appear conspicuous and that the proposed development is not characteristic of this relatively small embayment of the Severn and Avon Vale.  

In my opinion a development of this scale and form would represent harm in terms of both elevated views from the surrounding AONB and in terms of the rural character of the vale.  I believe that this is a “valued” landscape and falls within paragraph 109 of the NPPF.

In this context, I conclude that the residual effects associated with the proposed solar farm at Lower Stanley Farm would cause harm to the rural landscape, the Special Landscape Area and to the setting of the AONB.  Whilst the proposals have gone a long way to mitigate local views from within the vale itself and from the lower slopes of the AONB, there will still be residual landscape and visual harm from more elevated vantages, including from valued long distance walking routes within the AONB.  I suggest that this residual harm cannot be “designed out” of the proposals and that it will need to be weighed in the planning balance against the benefits of the scheme.

Alderton Parish Council considers these landscape objections to still be relevant.   For the reasons given the Parish Council therefore objects to this planning application. 

Planning Applications for noting 

Update on Land To The Rear Of 18 - 26 Orchard Road, Alderton (18/00318/OUT).   The Borough Council had indicated that this application would be determined at the Planning Committee meeting on 15th October.   Mike West agreed to speak at the meeting on behalf of the Parish Council and a resident of Orchard Road would also speak.   It was further agreed that the Borough Councillors would be invited to a site meeting with Parish Council representatives.
469/19-20/831

Cotswold Hill Quarry, Ford, Temple Guiting Removal of condition 3 (HGV Movements) and 4 (Infill Quantity Limits) relating to planning consent 14/0104/CWMAJW [Revised Restoration Proposals], dated 13/08/2015 Appeal Reference: APP/T1600/W/18/3207814.   The Hearing to consider this appeal began on 10th September 2019 at Tewkesbury Borough Council Offices.
Oathill Quarry, Temple Guiting (19/0032/CWMAJM) - Proposal for a variation of condition 7 (increase of annual output from 50,000 tonnes to 100,000 tonnes and increase any single mineral exportation limit from 30,000 to 50,000 tpa) relating to planning consent 14/0101/CWMAJM (extension to the existing quarry).   Secretary of State had requested an Environmental Statement as the proposed development was likely to have significant effects on the environment.
Land Parcel 0088, Willow Bank Road, Alderton (19/00772/FUL) - Residential development up to 28 units, including means of access and landscaping.   The Cala Homes application was noted and the Parish Council agreed to commence preparing an objection response.
Enforcement – Structure to rear of Gardeners Arms, Willow Bank Road, Alderton.   Enforcement Officer advised that planning permission required as the current structure was unlikely to receive support in a retrospective planning application.    Owners have been asked to open discussions with the Borough Council’s conservation officer to find an acceptable alternative that meets their needs.
Borough Councillor Jim Mason left the meeting.

6. To agree or note matters relating to Alderton Road Safety Group and Highways 
Professional indemnity insurance cover for SID – Gloucestershire Highways had conceded that the Parish Council did not require Professional Indemnity cover as per paragraph 2.9.2 in the Agreement.   The Clerk had requested that Gloucestershire Highways provide an amended agreement without this paragraph but Highways had responded that the Parish Council should cross through the paragraph and provide a reason why it was not relevant.   The Parish Council agreed that they were not prepared to do this and thought the document should be amended at source.   It was further agreed that the Clerk ask County Councillor Roger Wilson to pursue the matter.
Gloucestershire Highways winter maintenance – the Clerk had confirmed that no extra salt stocks were required for the forthcoming winter.   Highways would refill the grit bins.
7. To agree or note matters relating to the Changing Facility and Playing Field
Update on FiT application – the only outstanding item required by E-on was a community energy reference number.   E-on had been unable to provide advice on how to obtain this so the Clerk had contacted Ofgem and was currently awaiting their response.
Update on charging basis for Football Club’s use and cleaning of Changing Facility – as Ian Hopkins was not present there was no further update on negotiations with the Club.  It was noted that no cleaning had been undertaken so far and the lights had been left on in the Facility after the last match.   The goal posts had not been moved.
Update on Weed & Feed at Playing Field – the Chairman and Clerk were meeting Greenfields on site on 19th September to review if the one application of Weed & Feed was successful or if another application was required.   Moles had become active on the football pitch so for health and safety reasons a pest controller had been instructed to remove the moles at a cost of £200.   The Parish Council agreed this expenditure.
Play area inspection reports – items for action/noting.  The Clerk had requested the latest inspections but these had not been received prior to the meeting.   Additional volunteers were required so a notice would be put in the October village newsletter.   (Reports subsequently received and two items raised: one handle on the climbing frame had play in it and one of the log steps was working loose.   Parish Councillors would investigate).
8. To agree or note Allotment matters
Pest control on allotment site – a rat infestation had been discovered on one of the plots so for health and safety reasons a pest controller had been instructed to eradicate the rats at a cost of £150.   The Parish Council agreed this expenditure.

470/19-20/832
Dog mess on allotment site – there had been numerous complaints about dog mess on the site and a request to ban plot holders’ dogs from the allotments.   The Clerk had emailed all the tenants requesting that dogs should be kept on leads on the owners’ plots and all mess cleared up.  The Parish Council agreed to monitor the situation and see how effective the email was.  A notice would be put in the next newsletter stating the site was privately tenanted and not for dog walking purposes.
9. To receive Correspondence for action 
· Tewkesbury Borough Plan - Town and Parish Council Seminar: 24th September.   Councillors Page, West and Keating would attend.
· Tewkesbury Borough Council – Town & Parish Council Seminar: 12th November.   Attendance would be decided once the agenda was known.
10. To receive correspondence for noting – all items were noted.
· Cotswolds AONB eNewsletter - Summer 2019
· CPRE – Fieldwork – Summer 2019
· CPRE - Countryside Voice – Summer 2019
· GRCC Newsbites – 16/8/19

· Tewkesbury Borough Council - Community Funding Surgeries
· Tewkesbury Borough Council - Parish Matters: Summer 2019
· Gloucestershire County Council - Councils Connected 28.8.19
· GRCC Newsbites – 2.9.18
· Tewkesbury Borough Council - West Cheltenham Strategic Masterplan: Engagement sessions
11. Finances

i. To receive the current state of accounts @ 31st August 2019.   Current Account balance = £873.82, Deposit Account = £19,419.54.   Budget v Actual attached at end of minutes.
ii. To approve payments and note receipts: Copies of the invoices and the August 2019 bank reconciliation had been circulated to councillors prior to the meeting.  Bank reconciliation attached at end of minutes.   The following items were direct debits or invoices paid between meetings:

	Chq no
	Payee
	Purpose
	Authority
	Amount
	VAT
	Chq value

	SO
	Tamsin James
	Clerk’s salary – August 2019
	LGA 1972 s.112(2)
	£605.44
	£0
	£605.44

	DD
16.9.19
	Southern Electric
	telephone box electricity

2.8.19 to 2.9.19
	LGA 1972 s.137
	£5.81
	£0.29
	£6.10

	DD

18.9.19
	EDF Energy
	Changing Room electricity
	LG(MP)A 

1976 s.19
	£33.00
	£0.00
	£33.00

	1396
	SK Pest Control
	Pest control on allotments
	LGA 1972 s. 111
	£150.00
	£0.00
	£150.00

	1397
	Keith Page
	Reimbursement for diesel for maintaining allotments
	LGA 1972 s. 111
	£50.00
	£10.00
	£60.00


The following payments were approved:
	Chq no
	Payee
	Purpose
	Authority
	Amount
	VAT
	Chq value

	13.98
	PKF Littlejohn
	Annual external audit fee 2018/19
	LGA 1972 s. 111(1)
	£300.00
	£60.00
	£360.00

	13.99
	A&E Fire & Security
	Six monthly fire alarm/lighting inspection & repairs
	LG(MP)A 

1976 s.19
	£199.85
	£39.97
	£239.82

	1400
	Greenfields Garden Services
	Playing Field grass cutting – 2 cuts
	LGA 1972 s. 111
	£150.00
	£30.00
	£180.00

	1401
	GAPTC
	New councillor training for John Kettle
	LGA 1972 s. 111
	£95.00
	£00.00
	£95.00


471/19-20/833
	1402
	T James
	Clerks expenses 12.7.19 – 15.8.19
	LG(FP)A 1963 s5
	£30.29
	£3.61
	£33.90

	1403
	SK Pest Control
	Mole removal on football pitch
	LGA 1972 s. 111
	£200.00
	£0.00
	£200.00

	1404
	CPRE
	Annual membership 2019/20
	LGA 1972 s. 111
	£36.00
	£0.00
	£36.00

	1405
	T Cullimore
	Grass seed for allotments
	LGA 1972 s. 111
	£45.00
	£0.00
	£45.00


The following payments were received in August 2019:
	Date
	Source
	Purpose
	  Amount

	9.8.19
	Lloyds Bank
	Interest on Business Banking account 
	£      0.86     

	22.8.19
	Alderton Football Club
	Hire fees for 2018/19 season
	£  182.00

	30.8.19
	Tewkesbury Borough Council
	S106 funding for playing pitches improvements
	£  695.00

	30.8.19
	HMRC
	VAT reclaim 1.4.19 to 31.7.19
	£  911.69

	
	
	                                               Total
	£1789.55


12. To review Parish Council’s Financial Regulations following NALC’s publication of their updated Model Financial Regulations for England and Wales.   The updated Regulations were reviewed and the Parish Council agreed to adopt them.   Copy to be placed on the Council’s website.
13. To receive Auditors’ report on Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2019.   The external audit had been completed and PKF Littlejohn reported that “all information is in accordance with Proper Practices and no other matters have come to our attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met”. 
The Chairman concluded the meeting at 9.45pm and thanked everyone for their attendance.  

Next Parish Council Meeting: 15th October 2019, 7.30pm, in the Village Hall.  
…………………………………..






…………………..

Chairman








Date
2019 Meeting Dates – 15 Oct, 19 Nov, 17 Dec
2020 Meeting Dates - 21 Jan, 18 Feb, 17 Mar, 21 Apr, 19 May, 16 Jun, 21 Jul, 18 Aug, 15 Sept, 
20 Oct, 17 Nov, 15 Dec.
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


472/19-20/834
	
	ALDERTON PARISH COUNCIL -  BUDGET v ACTUAL  as at 31st August 2019

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2018/19
	2019/20
	Detail
	Actual
	Difference
	

	
	£
	£
	
	£
	£
	

	
	Actual
	Budget
	Receipts
	Actual
	Difference
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	14939
	14878
	carried forward
	15738
	860
	

	
	17600
	17600
	Precept
	8800
	-8800
	

	
	1968
	1900
	Allotment rents
	212
	-1688
	

	
	0
	500
	Changing Facility Receipts
	182
	-318
	

	
	286
	286
	Grass Verges
	0
	-286
	

	
	11
	11
	Interest
	4
	-7
	

	
	0
	10779
	S106 play pitches
	695
	-10084
	

	
	30105
	952
	S106 play facility
	0
	-952
	

	
	1808
	0
	NDP grant funding
	0
	0
	

	
	0
	0
	Solar Receipts
	0
	0
	

	
	4351
	0
	Other funding/grants
	1727
	1727
	

	
	7411
	3834
	Vat reclaim
	2667
	-1167
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	78479
	 £      50,740 
	Total income
	£30,026
	-20714
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Payments
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	7327
	7368
	Staff Salary
	3027
	4341
	

	
	743
	620
	Admin Expenses
	310
	310
	

	
	260
	360
	Audit
	60
	300
	

	
	268
	400
	Insurance
	273
	127
	

	
	125
	100
	Hall Hire
	43
	58
	

	
	510
	800
	Grass Verges
	0
	800
	

	
	994
	2226
	Playing Field Maintenance
	2097
	129
	

	
	0
	10779
	Playing Field - Pitches
	695
	10084
	

	
	30355
	952
	Playground Improvements
	0
	952
	

	
	0
	960
	Play Area Repair Reserve
	0
	960
	

	
	4331
	5000
	Changing Facility - solar
	0
	5000
	

	
	1357
	1372
	Changing Facility - maintenance
	392
	980
	

	
	1250
	1250
	Allotments - GCC rent
	625
	625
	

	
	1365
	350
	Allotments - water etc
	190
	160
	

	
	439
	2950
	Allotments - maintenance
	980
	1970
	

	
	450
	270
	Village Assets - maintenance
	0
	270
	

	
	401
	430
	Subscriptions
	140
	290
	

	
	0
	250
	Training
	0
	250
	

	
	40
	40
	Data Protection
	35
	5
	

	
	0
	3000
	Professional Fees Reserve
	0
	3000
	

	
	30
	170
	Village Communications
	0
	170
	

	
	38
	53
	Defibrillator
	0
	53
	

	
	3400
	500
	B4077 Road Safety
	0
	500
	

	
	808
	3000
	Planning Reserve
	0
	3000
	

	
	52
	200
	IT Equipment
	0
	200
	

	
	0
	0
	S137
	0
	0
	

	
	61
	70
	Phone Box electricity
	29
	41
	

	
	0
	4500
	General Reserve
	0
	4500
	

	
	8135
	2770
	VAT paid
	927
	1843
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	62741
	 £      50,740 
	Total Expenditure
	£9,823
	 £    40,917 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Balance in hand
	20203
	
	

	473/19-20/835
ALDERTON PARISH COUNCIL

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	BANK RECONCILIATION

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Period to: 31st August 2019
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Lloyds TSB Current & Deposit A/cs
	£
	£
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Balance per Treasurers Account
	31st August
	873.82
	
	
	
	

	Balance per Business Account
	31st August
	19419.54
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	20293.36
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Less:
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	outstanding/unpresented cheques
	
	
	
	
	

	
	1390
	24.00
	
	
	
	

	
	1393
	66.00
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	90.00
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Reconciled balance
	
	
	20203.36
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cash Book Summary
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Opening balance 1.4.19
	
	
	15738.35
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Add: receipts to date
	
	14287.57
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Less: payments to date
	
	9822.56
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	4465.01
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Cash Book balance
	
	
	20203.36
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