



ALDERTON   PARISH   COUNCIL

CLERK:  Tamsin James, 9 Bowler Road, Northway, Tewkesbury, GL20 8RZ

Tel: 01684 290392    E-mail: tamsin.james1@btinternet.com
www.aldertonparishcouncil.org.uk
MINUTES: 
of a Parish Council meeting held in Alderton Village Hall, Alderton, on Tuesday 16th  March 2021 at 7.30pm.
	PRESENT:
	Parish Councillors:       
	Keith Page (Chairman), John Kettle, Dennis Rayton, Yasmin Shaikh and Mike West 



In attendance:

  Tamsin James, Clerk
  2 parishioners

1. To accept apologies for absence and to note Councillor resignation – apologies were received from Borough Cllr John Murphy.   Cllr Keating had submitted his resignation to the Parish Council.   
2. To receive Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda - Cllr Rayton item 8, allotments
The meeting was adjourned so that parishioners could raise any issues.   
3. To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 15th December and to agree actions on the matters arising from this meeting.  The minutes were approved and signed as a correct record.  Matters arising were:
· Weetwood survey.  This had been completed and the next steps were to provide flooding information to the Environment Agency. 

· To agree to co-opt new Parish Councillors.   It was agreed to co-opt new Councillors at the May meeting as long as no election was called in the meantime.   Details would be advertised in the April village newsletter.
4. To ratify decisions made since December 2020 meeting.  Parish Councillors had agreed the following decisions by email in order to meet response deadlines.   As there had been Covid cases within the village, the Parish Council had not deemed it safe to meet in person during January and February.   The following decisions were unanimously ratified:
· Electricity contract for Cambridge Square telephone box – continue with SSE (2 year contract).   The Clerk had compared prices and SSE was the most competitive.   As a result of the new contract the phone box electricity cost would increase by circa £16 per year.
· 2021/22 Budget and Precept Request – The Precept request remained at £17,600.00, as in previous years.   Details of the 2021/22 budget attached at end of minutes.
· Annual inspection of Play Area – to be carried out by Playsafety Ltd in April, cost of £79.00.
· Dog signs on Playing Field – following two complaints of loose dogs approaching children, three signs had been purchased stating “No dogs in the playground area please”.  These were now in situ along with two Borough Council dog fouling signs.
· Request for 12’ x 9’ shed on allotment plot 1 – the shed size was above the maximum permitted on the site but as the tenant used his tractor to plough uncultivated plots, mow the grass and keep the site tidy, it was agreed to make an exception.
· 2021 Mowing contract – agreed to continue with Greenfields for the 2021 season and review the contract before the 2022 season.   The price per cut was now £80.00.
5. To agree and note Planning Matters
To agree response

Lower Farm, St Margaret’s Road, Alderton (21/00105/PIP) – Permission in Principle for the erection of up to 4 no dwellings and associated access and landscaping.   Deadline 28th March 2021.   
541/20-21/903

Details had been circulated on the village social media accounts.   Councillor West was currently drafting a response for circulation to Councillors for comment.   Reports from statutory consultees, Gloucestershire Highways and the County Archaeologist, were currently awaited.
For noting

Land To The Rear Of Orchard Road, Alderton  (20/00943/FUL) - Change of use of land from agricultural to private equestrian and erection of stables and associated hardstanding.   No further updates had been received.   The Parish Council were subsequently notified on 26.3.21 that the application had been withdrawn.
Land Parcel 0088, Willow Bank Road, Alderton (19/00772/FUL) - Residential development up to 28 units, including means of access and landscaping.   APP/G1630/W/20/3259637 – Appeal against refusal of planning permission.   This was now to be determined by a Public Enquiry on 6.7.21 and the Parish Council agreed to request Rule 6 party status from the Planning Inspectorate.
Enforcement – no items to report. 
6. To agree or note Highways matters
· To note that new Highways Area Manager has been appointed.   Surface water drainage problems in Willow Bank Road had been reported to the Manager.  The Speed Indicator Device and B4077 road signs would also be raised with him.
7. To agree or note matters relating to the Changing Facility and Playing Field
· To receive update on storage shed – the Cedar cladding would be put on the shed as soon as the weather improved.   Councillor Page would obtain a quote for connecting an electricity supply to the Storage Shed.
· Update on preparations for making Changing Facility Covid-secure & football season – the Football Club had requested the pitch and Changing Facility for a match on 18.4.21.   The Facility was compliant with all Covid regulations and K Clarke would be asked to carry out some cleaning  prior to the match.   Greenfields would commence the season’s grass cutting contract on 1.4.21.
· To receive recent Play Area inspection reports – items for attention were: concrete pads for benches required moving away from the pitch but needed to be done in dry weather and fencing repairs at Millennium Copse/by felled Ash tree.   A length of rope had been removed from underneath the roundabout.
· To receive an update on Millennium Copse bulb planting – the previously planted bulbs were now flowering and it was agreed to purchase some Snowdrops “in the green”.   Councillor Kettle agreed to order these and plant them.
8. To agree or note Allotment matters
· Update on clearance of western boundary hedge & southern boundary track scalpings – the western boundary hedge had been cleared of scrub and the area would be levelled out at the same time as the southern boundary track.
· 30 Willow Bank Road – Despite stating at a site meeting in September 2020 that the conservatory on the property had to be removed, the County Council’s Land Agent had subsequently decided to issue a licence for the structure to remain.  However, the Parish Council had not been informed of this until the sale was virtually completed.  The licence would only allow the structure to remain as long as the property owners rented an allotment.   The Parish Council had records dating back to the 1990’s which indicated that the Council had been taken to task for allowing unauthorised entrances/gates and structures on the allotment site from Willow Bank Road properties.   The Parish Council considered that it would be difficult to enforce the site rules contained within allotment tenancy agreements, whilst this structure was allowed to remain.   The area behind the house required extensive clearance works which had not been budgeted for and could not be undertaken immediately. Six months should be allowed to carry out this work.  It was therefore agreed that the Clerk write to the purchasers of the property advising them that the conservatory had to be removed and their request for an allotment would be considered once this had happened and the area had been cleared.  The Parish Council further agreed to allow the purchasers a working area behind the house in order to remove that conservatory.  

542/20-21/904
· To consider request to install a padlocked gate into allotment site from Franklin Road – it was agreed that in order to maintain site security the only access onto the allotment site should be the existing main entrance in Willow Bank Road.
9. To receive Correspondence for action & noting
· Gloucestershire County Council - publication of an updated Minerals and Waste Development Scheme (MWDS) 2021/22 – 2023/24.   Noted.
10. Finances

i. To receive the current state of accounts @ 28th February 2021.   Current Account balance = £713.64,  Deposit Account = £20,350.48.   Budget v Actual attached at end of agenda.   Cllr Keating had reviewed and agreed the December 2020 and January 2021 bank reconciliations.
ii. To approve payments and note receipts: The following payments had been approved and made between meetings: 
	Chq no
	Payee
	Purpose
	Authority
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

value

	DD
	EDF (DD)
	Changing room electricity – January 2021
	LG(MP)A 

1976 s.19
	£20.00
	£0
	£20.00

	DD
	Southern Electric (DD)
	a/c for 2.12.2020 – 4.1.2021 telephone box electricity 
	LGA 1972 s.111
	£6.12
	£0.30
	£6.42

	FPO
	Weetwood Services Ltd
	Drainage Survey
	LGA 1972 s.111
	£1275.00
	£255.00
	£1530.00

	FPO
	Alderton Village Hall
	Hire of meetings room – Jan to Dec 2020
	LGA 1972 s.142
	£77.00
	£0.00
	£77.00

	FPO
	T James
	Clerk’s expenses 21.12.2020 – 25.1.21
	LG(FP)A 1963 s5
	£231.32
	£37.47
	£268.79

	SO
	T James (standing order)
	Clerk’s salary – January 2021
	LGA 1972 s.112(2)
	£636.48
	£0
	£636.48

	DD
	Southern Electric (DD)
	a/c for 5.1.2021 – 1.2.2021 telephone box electricity 
	LGA 1972 s.111
	£5.50
	£0.27
	£5.77

	DD
	EDF (DD)
	Changing room electricity – February 2021
	LG(MP)A 

1976 s.19
	£20.00
	£0
	£20.00

	FPO
	PKF Littlejohn
	Annual external audit fee 2019/20
	LGA 1972 s. 111(1)
	£200.00
	£40.00
	£240.00

	SO
	T James (standing order)
	Clerk’s salary – February 2021
	LGA 1972 s.112(2)
	£636.48
	£0
	£636.48

	FPO
	A Icke
	Refund of allotment rent overpayment
	LGA 1972 s.111
	£26.66
	£0
	£26.66

	FPO
	Signs R Us
	Dog signs for Playing Field
	LGA 1972 s.111
	£90.00
	£18.00
	£108.00


The following payments were approved:
	Chq no
	Payee
	Purpose
	Authority
	Amount
	VAT
	Total

value

	DD
	Southern Electric (DD)
	a/c for 2.2.21 - 1.3.21 telephone box electricity 
	LGA 1972 s.111
	£6.84
	£0.34
	£7.18

	DD
	EDF (DD)
	Changing room electricity – March 2021
	LG(MP)A 

1976 s.19
	£20.00
	£0
	£20.00

	FPO
	Keith Page
	Reimbursement for switch for Changing Facility
	LG(MP)A 

1976 s.19
	£28.01
	£5.60
	£33.61

	FPO
	A&E Fire & Security
	Changing Facility - 6 monthly inspection – fire & security
	LG(MP)A 

1976 s.19
	£80.85
	£16.17
	£97.02

	FPO
	GAPTC
	Training for Councillor Shaikh
	LGA 1972 s.111
	£50.00
	£0
	£50.00

	FPO
	GAPTC
	Annual membership 2021/22

	LGA 1972 s.111
	£216.97
	£0
	£216.97

	FPO
	We Build It Ltd
	Service of Changing Facility Bio-Pure system
	LGA 1972 s.111
	£290.00
	£58.00
	£348.00
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	FPO
	T James
	Clerk’s expenses 26.1.21 – 10.3.21
	LG(FP)A 1963 s5
	£70.75
	£10.59
	£81.34

	FPO
	GRCC
	Annual membership 2021/22


	LGA 1972 s.111
	£25.00
	£0
	£25.00

	FPO
	Water Plus
	Allotment water supply 10.11.20-26.2.21
	LGA 1972 s.111
	£21.37
	£0
	£21.37


The following payments had been received since December 2020:
	Date
	Source
	Purpose
	  Amount

	
	
	
	

	9.12.2020
	Lloyds Bank
	Interest on Business Banking account 
	£      0.19        

	3.12. 2020
	Eon
	Solar payment for Changing Facility
	£  540.39

	8.12.2020
	Tewkesbury Borough Council
	S106 grant for storage shed
	£5800.00

	29.12.20
	EDF Energy
	Credit on Changing Facility electricity
	£  116.05

	29.12.20
	HMRC
	VAT reclaim
	£1972.89

	11.1.2021
	Lloyds Bank
	Interest on Business Banking account 
	£      0.18        

	7.1.21
	Tenant
	Allotment Rent
	£    41.00

	9.2.2021
	Lloyds Bank
	Interest on Business Banking account 
	£      0.17        

	February
	Tenants
	Allotment Rents
	£    90.00

	24.2.21
	HMRC
	VAT reclaim
	£  382.79

	26.2.21
	E-on Energy
	Solar payment for Changing Facility
	£    16.86

	
	
	                                                         Total
	£8960.52



11. To receive external audit.   The external auditor’s report had not been received until February 2021.   PKF Littlejohn had stated that no matters had come to their attention giving concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements had not been met.   They raised one matter concerning the exercise of public rights, but this did not affect their original opinion.   The conclusion of audit notice was now displayed on the Parish Council’s website.
12. To agree date of Annual Parish Meeting.   The proposed date was 25th May 2021 and it was agreed to check the availability of the Village Hall for that week.   Government guidelines at the time would also have to be taken into consideration prior to holding the meeting.
Cllr Page reported on a recent meeting between representatives from the Village Hall and Tewkesbury Borough Council.   The purpose was to discuss the committee’s plans to gauge what parishioners needed from the Hall in order to increase its use.   One option was a parish survey.   This could be expanded to include options on what other requirements residents felt were needed in the village.   In principle Parish Councillors agreed with the idea, but further details needed to be determined before any survey was commissioned.

The Chairman concluded the meeting at 10pm and thanked everyone for their attendance.  

Next Parish Council Meeting: 18 May 2021, 7.30pm, Alderton Village Hall (subject to Covid guidelines).  
…………………………………..






…………………..

Chairman
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	ALDERTON PARISH COUNCIL  BUDGET v ACTUAL  as at 28th February 2021

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	2019/20
	2020/21
	Detail
	Actual
	Difference
	

	
	£
	£
	
	£
	£
	

	
	Actual
	Budget
	Receipts
	Actual
	Difference
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	15738
	19507
	carried forward
	20395
	888
	

	
	17600
	17600
	Precept
	17600
	0
	

	
	2138
	1956
	Allotment rents
	1308
	-648
	

	
	704
	280
	Changing Facility Receipts
	20
	-260
	

	
	286
	286
	Grass Verges
	286
	0
	

	
	11
	11
	Interest
	6
	-5
	

	
	895
	9884
	S106 play pitches
	9578
	-306
	

	
	0
	1452
	S106 play facility
	0
	-1452
	

	
	0
	0
	Solar Receipts
	557
	557
	

	
	1846
	0
	Other funding/grants
	1116
	1116
	

	
	2987
	2978
	Vat reclaim
	3899
	921
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	42205
	 £      53,954 
	Total income
	£54,766
	812
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Payments
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	7432
	7432
	Staff Salary
	6365
	1067
	

	
	690
	600
	Admin Expenses
	488
	112
	

	
	360
	360
	Audit
	260
	100
	

	
	273
	400
	Insurance
	360
	40
	

	
	130
	120
	Hall Hire
	88
	33
	

	
	565
	800
	Grass Verges
	510
	290
	

	
	3312
	1471
	Playing Field Maintenance
	3931
	-2460
	

	
	895
	9884
	Playing Field - Pitches S106
	10349
	-465
	

	
	0
	1452
	Playground Improvements S106
	0
	1452
	

	
	0
	1440
	Play Area Repair Reserve
	0
	1440
	

	
	0
	5000
	Changing Facility - solar
	0
	5000
	

	
	1276
	1292
	Changing Facility - maintenance
	3037
	-1745
	

	
	1250
	1250
	Allotments - GCC rent
	1250
	0
	

	
	276
	400
	Allotments - water etc
	569
	-169
	

	
	1374
	4660
	Allotments - maintenance
	896
	3764
	

	
	6
	648
	Village Assets - maintenance
	148
	500
	

	
	421
	460
	Subscriptions
	151
	309
	

	
	200
	250
	Training
	0
	250
	

	
	35
	35
	Data Protection
	35
	0
	

	
	0
	3000
	Professional Fees Reserve
	0
	3000
	

	
	333
	170
	Village Communications
	73
	97
	

	
	1200
	2095
	Defibrillator
	0
	2095
	

	
	0
	500
	B4077 Road Safety
	0
	500
	

	
	246
	1800
	Planning Reserve
	1275
	525
	

	
	20
	200
	IT Equipment
	110
	90
	

	
	0
	0
	S137
	0
	0
	

	
	69
	70
	Phone Box electricity
	63
	7
	

	
	0
	5000
	General Reserve
	0
	5000
	

	
	1447
	3165
	VAT paid
	3725
	-560
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	21810
	 £      53,954 
	Total Expenditure
	£33,681
	 £    20,273 
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Balance in hand
	21085
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	ALDERTON PARISH COUNCIL - Agreed Budget 2021/2022    


	
	2019/20

	2020/21 Financial Year

	 
	2021/22

	

	
	Actual
 
	Budget

	Actual to 31.12.20

	Estimated to yr end

	Receipts

	Yr end 2021/22

	

	
	15738
	19,507 
	20395
	20395
	carried forward
	17487
	

	
	17600
	17,600 
	17600
	17600
	Precept
	17600
	

	
	2138
	   1,956 
	1156
	2716
	Allotment rents
	2062
	

	
	704
	280 
	20
	20
	Changing Facility Receipts
	280
	

	
	286
	      286 
	286
	286
	Grass Verges
	286
	

	
	11
	        11 
	6
	6
	Interest
	3
	

	
	895
	9884
	9578
	9884
	S106 play pitches
	0
	

	
	0
	1452
	0
	1452
	S106 play facilities
	0
	

	
	0
	0
	540
	540
	Solar receipts
	270
	

	
	1846
	0 
	1116
	1116
	Other funding/grants
	0
	

	
	2987
	   2,978 
	3516
	3899
	Vat reclaim
	2980
	

	
	£42,205
	£53,954
	£54,214
	£57,916
	Total income
	    £40,968 
	

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	

	
	 
	 
	 
	 
	Payments
	 
	

	
	7432
	7432
	5728
	7638
	Staff Salary
	7638
	

	
	690
	600
	401
	606
	Admin Expenses
	600
	

	
	360
	360
	60
	60
	Audit
	360
	

	
	273
	400
	360
	360
	Insurance
	425
	

	
	130
	120
	10
	88
	Hall Hire
	120
	

	
	565
	800
	510
	510
	Grass Verges
	800
	

	
	3312
	1471
	3931
	4485
	Playing Field Maintenance
	3900
	

	
	895
	9884
	10349
	10349
	Playing Field - Pitches
	0
	

	
	0
	1452
	0
	1452
	Playground Improvements
	0
	

	
	0
	1440
	0
	0
	Play Area Repair Reserve
	1920
	

	
	0
	5000
	0
	0
	Changing Facility - Solar
	0
	

	
	0
	0
	0
	0
	Mower Replacement Reserve
	500
	

	
	1276
	1292
	2872
	3405
	Changing Facility maintenance
	1347
	

	
	1250
	1250
	1250
	1250
	Allotments - GCC rent
	1250
	

	
	276
	400
	569
	601
	Allotments - water etc
	600
	

	
	1374
	4660
	896
	1396
	Allotments - maintenance
	4943
	

	
	6
	648
	151
	1762
	Village Assets maintenance
	300
	

	
	421
	460
	151
	396
	Subscriptions
	425
	

	
	200
	250
	0
	50
	Training
	675
	

	
	35
	35
	35
	35
	Data Protection
	35
	

	
	0
	3000
	0
	1275
	Professional Fees Reserve
	3000
	

	
	333
	170
	73
	73
	Village Communications
	170
	

	
	1200
	2095
	0
	0
	Defibrillator
	50
	

	
	0
	500
	0
	0
	B4077 road safety
	500
	

	
	246
	1800
	0
	0
	Planning Reserve
	4000
	

	
	20
	200
	90
	110
	IT Equipment
	200
	

	
	0
	0
	0
	0
	S137
	0
	

	
	69
	70
	51
	69
	Phone Box electricity
	96
	

	
	0
	5000
	0
	0
	General Reserve
	5000
	

	
	1447
	3165
	3392
	4460
	VAT paid
	2114
	

	
	 £21,810 
	£53,954 
	£30879
	 £40,429 
	Total Expenditure
	 £40,968 
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